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allfleurenr SLUle)]
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Ay, B | oppamny wseally saanf - apsiny.

aieF a@maésld (Abstract)

BBUSHHCWIMITD  EIBBTENIGET HBeued WLHBBID OFHTLIUTL 60 G mheompi Ll LIl fwmengl  ©)eomienduier
umgbufl o &&  Glpewev (p@mTE o ormplueterg (Marsoof, 2021). @ememwend GeuefuiBiseit, Fewps
o & HENMHIGET LOBBID LW o (heuTdhsd 2 66N SHEmiE6T dbdafer SHaeofid o Fflenwenwiuib
ebTwsl  URGsBeuwd (PSTeIBUTSHID  Beveurs  eauamsuilsd  alflaubdhswster  CUTHID  SHeupmer
saaied  Ugaled (Misinformation), Gumels Gauidse (Disinformation), @ereurs Oeumnii  CuEadse
(Hate Speech), @mewweanfds @BpBRseT wBED Gxhfwill  urgsmiy  Gsmijurer  ydw  uifliomesr
Faumeosamensd GBaxrpmielsHaieienesr (CPA, 2023; SLCERT, 2024). @ssmaul &pedsd, S)e0memnauiler o6 g
RUEIGWmB SLLamlLTagh CurHu Qamsaimss OFefalan), @GBpealusd WBBID HEWIL METF &L L FigH6r 6
aufuwimeaGeu GUICRLDLITEYID @BWTETILL B BB FBSHI (Human Rights Watch,
2024). @eiaumuie), Seomemauiar 1978 oub emh  Sdweoeolilear 14(1)(Q) 2 _miimy 2 SHHreuTsHid
QFub GuFa WBBID HHHH OCeueiull HF FsbHrsHBE&HD (Government of Sri Lanka, 1978), 2024 b
SLWIGET 9 b Gevds @emewweufll utgisTiyF s (Online Safety Act No. 9 of 2024), 2022 sy
SLWIgeT 9 oub Gevds SHefpuy sre utgisTiys sl (Personal Data Protection Act No. 9 of 2022)
wpgh FaBss Haled BB SPdwed o fambsensstar o Laugsmss gL (ICCPR Act No. 56 of
2007) o Pwempter o Ts  (WWHTOEIHGSILIGID  UTHIBTIL  QUOBIGIOMBEHEHESGD  E)ewL uleome
wyewiuThsmen alfleuts sygruidsa (Government of Sri Lanka, 2007b; Government of Sri Lanka, 2022;
Government of Sri Lanka, 2024). uewmysny oBmid  Qpeuewil  uGUUTWIe]  (Wpeppuiuiensol
LweUhSHS, @evmienaulea FULd S Lawlilsel, FJalss wwald o fenwssT SHITHImE6T, GBS L
sMrenise  BBID LeTeflaleuysh sreyseT GmE wHIIG Ceuwiul GeTarer. SuIFHuled, DIFF SLLen6T
Cuerglsasmad GBS, awndHell CurBlipempset, Halled Fepsld WOBDBID LML & [HIICUTHRISEN6T
2 Gien_sdw (WHHII “@emen-guriguwsms” (Co-regulation) wrdfleow Sngrinen winedd OBTewIL ¢
wBCursstear ChFw o &b OCameaimadateal LfbaHmisemenuid alfleurer oLl UTmGHWUID Geieumuiey
wameusdmg (Tambini et al., 2008; FMM, 2024).

Hpeys OFthset :  Eememwtweufll UTHISTILF FULID, Selpuy SIejl urHsTiIgF FULb, GCeumiil

Bu&s, ©)MNT-QURIGPDB OTHf, eTewIenio 26m Hlb OBEBID IEIBHTWLSLD.

1. 9apfwasuwd earerppl Weereniww (Introduction and Contextual Background)

1.1 gefiLed eam &1 Lflewmo(pld EeOBIEnaUTRT HBHaIEL FHLPEID

o susemmalwl FHuled SIFs LBBID MPSSOTRT GevSHHTaiuicd oo smSaNeIhHHH G L0  HETHISEN6T
GrEradw BaTa] @@ Sl FHuTer wiBBsHms gBubGSSulsTeng (Habermas, 2006). @evmiensulsd
1990s6fl6T LIBLGHUTD SIl(psLoTET enewiwdh OHTHOBI LD, SLbH BH SIFTUSHSMNN Feps, SIFFuled
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BB  CUIHMTSTIS Senmseied Halfds (PQWTEH FEHAWTS 2 (HOUBHSHITNHIL 6T, QUTSHILLSS6r 6T
SBAUG BIBTO LIDSHBOUDSSRIBMETLID (Pp(penowins  wrpplwenindgieieng (Marsoof, 2021).

umpibuflur e shiseled STeRILL L SHEaled eumuipastiiureny (Gatekeeper) wenmend 19l Led Henmibeie
LJaleTSSHHamed 2 L Gospuniu Gerengs  (Tambini et al., 2008). @ser almenans, 6bHHCIT
SABUGBD 2 _6TeN_saHmsd 2 HmansGuanrsaid (Content Creator), sseaiemed 2 | @IibG@GLET 2 _codemmaiul
FHuled elPGWITdlILeuITEaID WTRID Hevev o Heurdluwleitengl (Sunstein, 2018). @& @BUDBID EIHTUISL
uemTsemend  allefibLBlensy  WdHeflar @GIeosemenud QuTEHIGaefluled Lrdusisss Gauigieren GuTHaD,
wPILBL  ealels  QHTHWeNB  CBMI(LPMBEHEHOBB 2 6o sdhiEelar  SLEUUTLBB  CLHSSSHBSLD
anfaugsgeieng (CPA, 2023).

1.2 umpbuflw e &6 OGameiensuler eugeonBp GeLGeuafud Mpeueis @GmBUTHBEHLD

Bevmimaulear  oam sF gL eugeorBeny  CETEGWOUTEH, S&FSHATHIBSGL Letengmen  smeoliL@gullsd

2 (HUTdHSLILLL  QuEpbuTeoTer  FULMS6T  LMFbuflul oo shsmend  SLOULGSSImSLD  DiFdler

GuerHEsHmB1 CUamImBULG (WpaHaEemn ChTssTad Csmaigmbsar (FMM, 2024):

. Seomms usFfmsl Guyemeus aLLb (Sri Lanka Press Council Law No. 5 of 1973): s5a
oa1L_HHIGMET QIOHIGLUBSBHIUSBGHS OsTemiGeuriiLl L Curdaid, &g BlenpGaubsl oI &y HHer
GErgsd S HUUTLIHBEG 2 Lull @ BneeirsCa sl Lamndssiul L g  (Government of  Sri
Lanka, 1973).

. Seosiens @EILIlis al HesTuers gL (SLBC Act No. 37 of 1966) & Sevkiens pLamanselds
&L Gssmues g Lib (SLRC Act No. 6 of 1982): oys g@elugiin] s smismen Bijoudliugsnans
2 (HuTSSUULL  Beme, STeolICLTHHe0 e Sfssaier LIFFsTIE ShHalEenTS LOTBBLOGNL [HJHT
eI Lyeusuten efojFemiser sreniiiLbdamer (CPA, 2023).

. salwmy gefugiy Si@ICHILSHT peBmw: 1990s6far Lamen Solwr] OFTemevssT & LMD
auUTQemel  SlmevauflenFHeT DIIDHSSLILL L GUTSeid, SleuBBIBETET DiDevefNT  QHISHHHSH6N
wBpIb o fRseT @  SWTHRT  olmausG i,  HeBaT]  omwFFflar  Gefllul L
almrigflenosGamuGa aupmsiiul G aumdeamer (Marsoof, 2021).

B)SHSHMBW  UTUTBHIF Gloeded, eIl Led o shiseflear UflGLOTaEr auenf&ddE gBU @b (LLDEMLOWITEIT,
SQGBTUIG aN(pIOWIBIEm6TE Qs meuiT_ Badw o0l_Bd (AL ) (National Media
Policy) @ememauied Gaeumy &ULyjouots o mamssliulalomen (FMM, 2024). @bhs Boeues
Cameiens L Oeuellumeaigl, YL SHeMhismeT QUWRIGLOSSHUHD FLL  FHUTET (GHLOUILMKISM6NULLD,
QaTLjFfwnen oiFsmsaesd smeuibsmenud Carpmieldsiersng (Human Rights Watch, 2024).

1.3 guuiele (pésHwsHgeud Bpld suwie LysFdenese

Blooniensuile  SIWIMDESETV  Feps-SFdlwed  eugeomBaled, @Milurs 2018  Heen  euai(wenBaEeT, 2019
2 UlfHs MUy LWRSTTSs STHGHHe0H6, 2022 “opseow’ wssem erpdFdll  GumymiLd  Bpib
SIHMAS OFTLIHS CuTmenTHTy OCEHISgHefer CUTH Fepd  UMEVSHOTHISET S  (LPSHEWILDTET
SBAUOOBHTLIUT 60 oo sonesd  GFwpulLer (CPA, 2023). aaiaub, 6 smoliugdulsd Hb L
UMt &FamRISEHD, GeTeuTsd GCeumiyaiTaseEnd Salgwrsll LuFiuiUlG QUTEH SDiDWHSGHE GSHSHHD
alevenaldbalin L gib Suaemiiubhesii Heengy (Amnesty International, 2020).

B\Fmen HTOBTETEHD CHTEAed HeVmEms HIFSFTHSD (PSTDaUSH FLLATHSES, GUILILTE 2024 HUD
DLEWIGET  Eememiwteuflll UTHISTILF FLLD, Capdlwl urgismliemul UslLbhSHSHeumS i, GLgLodserer

sHSSH  OCeueluil BF FsbITHme (WLIGUMSOW (PHETENOWITSDS  CBTERIHSTeNE 66L& (HEMLOWITE
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oD FImIB6T 2 6HT gD FJaBss Senalaibd (emeibasiiul Hererer (Human Rights Watch, 2024; CPA,
2024).
sleviBeu, Beileumuley LisieU(blD (WH6Temd DHUIe] I&ToHDHM6N MOWITHS CBTEmI(H S L MDSSLILIGESBSI.
1. QglLed 1WITHSHED HeURmBUIe 261 & QUEIGHPMBE IO THHMBUL  FUTEOHEMEILILD
LOTBBRISMOTLD gBLGSGS W67
2. Gevmmasuiar SBELTMSL Eenenrull UTHSTIY FULRIG SHHBHF SSHATD BB saioeis
o flenosenen eeleuTml LITHdleiment?
3. @euiull UTHISTUDULD SHSHEF SGHHATHMBUID @I  CUanTdanlqul  @@h  FLOMH eeOUITET

Bxpdw o sd5 GsmeTend LTHF eeieumy Siemwwl GeuewiBHid?

2. Gamium GF FULaub @evddw Wemmuieyd (Theoretical Framework & Literature Review)

eI L6v QurgiQeuefl (Digital Public Sphere)

(Jiirgen Habermas, 2006)

HOUSTITTUTSHS HOMID & SHevorHmewfliiL] wpGeonerfldgieud
(Shoshana Zuboff, 2019)

I ¥

SHSHHEF HSHHSH D @ emewrwieu Ol LTGHISTIL
(ICCPR Art. 19 / (BapAlws urgismiy,
Const. Art. 14(1)(a)) @HoH HGUIL)

l J
|

wuesTUTGsefler Hiey: gReTHILIS B)6neaw-@UmIGWeDn WTHif
(Co-Regulation Framework)

2 5 2.1 19891 6V GlLnsCeuaiifled 2 [flewiosEIpld LITHISTLIL] FLOB6D6VULID

2.1 GurgiQeuel Gam uTHL Gedl L 6d REMBTUIH(LPLD

wser Gamuiywomendesr (Habermas, 1989) “Gurg Geuel (Public Sphere) Gsm un®, @lgdbsel SI& OHBBID
FHdH HEBHHBG DIILTED, UGHSMey FHWTE olamsmseisd FHUBD @ SHSHHITOTET HeNHsH
alaufleapal. SIFs o0 SHISEHD YIDUSTE OUTHIS Fmle0SBEHD aFSHH EbsHl UTSHTSHMmS Seinl
FOpsH  261_HHIGEHD S @\HIDBEDHD gBmISOaTEIH LUHw ufioTansoms  eupridueiener (Habermas,
2006).

gELLed QurmGeueiwmeng SIHSML  UGHeNeLEHMT 2 DL GHF I, IFTOTAIW  OEHEHD  QFTeTmns
GLIUTeNTSEDHL 6T GhIQUITG 2 amIuThd “SHaled FsaaHms . CompmelsHaeerg (Tambini et al., 2008).
ouigid, 19l ey Senmiselar SeLsTSI06  SIHaumaILGGSHed (Algorithmic Polarization) wBmid
“a1HOgmed  oemmaseir  (Echo Chambers), euGurésdwiorenr Qurg  elanshiseiar sISmHs  GHOBHE,
FupssHe0 Falgaunsll CUTSGHmen aleIsHEBeT e belar SuUiauTenyEer eFFfbdamer (Sunstein,
2018).

22 seausTaill (WHeoTeNSSIaIpD S)meniuls &l GLUILITH®EHLD

Gagmragrem &Bumsl (Zuboff, 2019) seig “semsraiiy (weeoreldaeud” (Surveillance Capitalism) umpfius
ayialed, GUEBBBeURTRSEET Lwe Sresmer o Blehd, oujsefllss FLSOSOWS sWHDH, UTHDHD
fHwns wmpwewliumg  alans@Gapr. @06 o HHow Bmalar DT&HEHD mBUICHGS, S)menTls
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sewismeniiy  (Digital Surveillance) wmmd  FLd  SLEOUIGSET  cwpeold  QUTHIDSSNET  SFdluled
BHHHBIGHMTE S OULOGHS (penedame eeim & 1gssm LiuGd@na (Marsoof, 2021).
Bevmiens GuTaB  euen(hD BTHH6MD, EHHMmBU OFHTHEOEIL LIS HwWISTRIIUTES OLHLUTID  SLEMHLD
SIFBHMS  SLLemwlenU UTHISTIUSBGSWD, WLIBHBIS HHSSHIESHMT  BHSGHMUSBSGHOWL oG SH GBS
(Human Rights Watch, 2024). ssesd misjeler sishbdisbms o S5aHraurshd QFuil Geuemigw SJFH, Siey
SHWISTemILIL] LOBBID 198l L 60 HWidHemd (LPeVlD LDHHeMeT MEIETWLS o flensmend SFi(hbGHaH OHIG
wasdw Gsmum’ @ wpyewiurLrs eapdeama (CPA, 2023).
23 FaBsF alzp 2 fowser SITHIBSen (WHSIILF Carigenen (The Three-Part Test)
FrauBxhs daled BmId Swduwed o fasepdbstar o Laigsmsula (ICCPR) 19(3) b o miijemy
B@Ib e BTHG6T walld o favinser Guyemeiulsa GUTHIG SHMHSHHI®) Eevdbsid 34 (General Comment
No. 34), smHsIF aabIIsdHar 55 DaEen &l GUUTHEmeT aldd@ Gurg eums Galemiqul epeisl
Sl Bupsmarsamen aedumishadamer (UNHRC, 2011):
o  FLyjaussaiemw (Legality): sLGuur@ser Wsd Oghefeumer, GeualiliLenLwmer FLLSHe cpeob
o’ GG elFésiiuL Gaemihd Bijeurs alGlyfowsendsd @)L waldss amirg (UNHRC, 2011).
o FlLyjeu Gpraswb (Legitimate Aim): Upflar o flenwsmens UTSHISTSHe0, GHAWL  ULTHISTILY
oevevgl Ouma @umig (Public Order) eudweuBenpll Guamid Gprdbamed CBTaREIgHEs GeueamiBID
(UNHRC, 2011).
o  gflussaeno wppd eldstamyssaeno  (Necessity and Proportionality):  elglésin@pio
SLEUUTH  @0h MBS FpesHHL Halfss WQUTSSTSOD, DML (WHBUGLD ©)0saBE
Genuiten GoBhsULF sHmeouitsad @mds Gaueamo (UNHRC, 2011; CPA, 2024).

3. ayie eufipenpuiwesd (Research Methodology)

Sp1e] auflapemnm 6uLgaIEIOLIL

{ }
‘ (PHHEDIOG BHIEND e OIS 6T ’ ( BuaLTd Floed SN epevniser
(Primary Legal Sources) (Secondary Data & Literature)
* Aonms JFflweewoiy (1978) ® TRCSL & SLCERT yevaflefleusymiseir
® Online Safety Act (2024) * CPA & FMM Syl ensssit
* ICCPR #CL1b (2007) ¢ Fjaulsss FUL JouaniissT
o 2 wipHosps Siiysen o sodiue sefomad s Hamysar

2 eTenL&s wHpId FlLs Cariuri®Gl uGluTiiey
(Content & Comparative Doctrinal Legal Analysis)

2 5 3.1 Yuiey abllpens QUQeUeDIDLIL] - (PEVBIGENT LOBMID LIGLILITLI®Y BL L DDLU

Geiamule] (pUeLWTsd  uemiysmy  opiey  wepuilweney  (Qualitative  Research  Methodology)

SIQUILDLUWITHS CBTewI(h  allgaIeNIDSSLILIL H6T6NTG.

3.1 paaemngd Hya) cpeomiser (Primary Legal Sources)
*  PURIMBF FLULMS6: 1978 S Sewige SFFfwevenoli], 2024 Sib WG 9 LD Bevdd
Gmemweuflll UTSHISTULF FULID, 2022 b OLewiger 9 b E)evdsd SHNBUT SIeYl LTSHISTLILE
FULID, 2007 oub Sewiger 56 oub @evds ICCPR &L, 2007 oub ouewiget 24 Sub Bevds
soialds @Bps gL (Government of Sri Lanka, 1978; 2007a; 2007b; 2022; 2024).
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e pFlamsH STUYSET Hevmms o WIHHOSBSHE DGl 2 [flend LognidseT BgTer SILIL|Sel
WBEID & Lewpeonidel GamLjurer elwradwremiser (SC Determinations) (CPA, 2024).

32 @yewiLmb Henevd HJey cpeomiser (Secondary Sources)
o  QoEmE QFTOOHOBTLIL QuEIGB omansgiy (TRCSL, 2025), Seonoms sl
SugrBeveort  udevelitgs @ (SLCERT, 2024), wmmip DataReportal — eyadwieuisien
o S$HBWTHLLTEN SHT6ysHeir.
o gFJaBxss BB o MET.G opF FmuBp Smwlyseisr (Amnesty International, Human Rights
Watch, Centre for Policy Alternatives, Free Media Movement) ugtiumuiey opfémasst (Amnesty
International, 2020; Human Rights Watch, 2024; CPA, 2023; FMM, 2024).

3.3 uELUUTUIS| SIEDIG(PMDB

Crafbsiiur L g1 flamer OBBID SelemhiseT, o sen sl ugliumuie (Content Analysis) wmmib
QUi ®F &L ugluruiey (Comparative Doctrinal  Analysis) cpeoid  gjaiBss  wells o fleninse
SITHIRIBEDHLT QULIL{H  uFmuiILL (heiTemer.

4. Geomenaswiar el Led Beolugly: syeysern Curs@sepw (Digital Landscape & Empirical Data)
BevmienaUlaT HBeuedL FHeded gBUL(HeTen 19edllLed WIBBHMS SWTal UfhaHesTeusBg SBCUTmSHU
QFHTEHOBTL L OBEIDd Genewruill Lweim G Curs@aamentt Lfldeding sedunorgid (TRCSL, 2025).

yemeflefleursd smyewnfl 536160 BT / GuoHBHTer

Farg0gmena Useflefleugs

Qurss sans0sTmS ST SRR Sevamméasend (TRCSL, 2025)

Q&wedled 2 _eer B)emewruiLl TRCSL (2025);

~13.5 WBeoeSlwen (60.8%)

LILI 60T IT 6T 1] & 61T Marsoof (2021)
g:}";;ﬁiiﬁgmmm ~30.8 Beoelwer (138.7%) (TF;CSSLL;&;.’(’)%)“’"W’&‘“ SR
Coemniag OT | <0 Gy (41.0% TEmfes
RS S o, cra uzs)

w&LNE (4.2M)

QUBLITHS Qenewrud GDHL 16,500 6@ Gweomen Lsjse SLCERT (2024)
L& &6 (@1600081 16,500 @b Sfswner ysTjaeT)
S Leuwent 1 : BVEIDSUIVTET 9L L 6D LITOWET LOBMID  BeDeRTLIF  FLoemeV eSSl (pSBILI

yerefiaiougmidat (2025 ouemy)

41 Gevemids GHBRHIGEeTeT GUIGOLD SIH6ET IemBILTHSEHLD
Bemins saial  SeugTBosl  udeveliiug  Gupelet  (SLCERT)  greasefalg, @emeniwGeaieiuled
uamglo GoprseT rgTanons aemph amssens fssiubGaamea (SLCERT, 2024):
1. Fps IMeLSHHNH Haud@ 2mb([Haled wimIbd auemommr b (Social Media Impersonation): 52%
2. @Aary Guraigset wBpd Gemewwitt Gurpdser (Phishing & Online Financial Scams): 26%
3. @oaweahs  Cxelamsd, SIFFBISHH  OBEBID  SHSHIESH  UmsluLd  sediyGuirsd
(Cyberbullying & NCII): 14%
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4. eenghded W@BEID SHenlel ooy sa@melsvser (Hacking & Malware): 8%

B)\SHTeH6T, Bevmmsuled Gl UTasTIBaTar FULRSeMNaT Slaudishms 2 mISILbB SIS G136
(SLCERT, 2024). eaigb, BmBoL(pepuled (Waemaldslitbd  FULBIEeT B Coraigsel 960605
CuewTEEDEHETRT LUTHISTUML 2 BISHUUbBSHSHUmS i, SFfwed alwjFamsmen (PLobGHauHG6w oI5
Faued OFebadeapear eeaiLg (whdHw et (Human Rights Watch, 2024).

5. SeomienaWlal FULS SULMWIL WBEILD SMIHEF FHshbHIsHar ster sresn (Legal Analysis)

@evnienauller QL6 FLLS &L Lol

| i

UTGISTLL & (0E G SgliuenL 2 flepioseT & SITSImIseT
* Online Safety Act (2024) o gpflwevenioliy o mLyeny 14(1)(a)
e ICCPR &LL1b (9fley 3) e ICCPR 2 Laruigdaenw (0fley 19)
o gaflaflé GHmE &L L1 (2007) * H&aI6 b 2 fleniod FLLLD

l ‘ ‘ J

Gurgev: gerpmws Geuefl &m0

(Chilling Effect on Digital Dissent)

2 5 5.1 @evmewasuieor 1989l 60 FLILSG S Lewoly LTHSTILY, 2 [fenwser wpmnd Gorseier LIGUILITLIe

6)LQ 6)LD

5.1 1978 SIFAWOMIOLILID HHSSBIF HFBHHATHHE GUILDLIBEHLD

Sevnins opdweoemotiiear 14(1)(a) o miyomywuraig "Cuis, sHEHH OCaelull OF HHHATD 2 etef L
Wyafls@b sshIrsms’  @alamm  GULEmIEGSL  Sigluml o fowwrs 2 mIHlIubhSHSBS
(Government of Sri Lanka,1978).

Syuienib, 15(2) wwmpd 15(7) o _miiyenyseflesr &S ChAwl uTHETILY, QUTH S  LOBBID e
BeLEJIWISESED  SiFlabmBs HHSHBOETRIG SLOUUTHGm6T  alHds SF&sidG DHSMD 2 6wibh
(Government of Sri Lanka, 1978). eefanid, @&l GrunhssT jass wals o faw  aldsaiamig
Bumuorerstean ol STams SHaemwmus st sraald Smwas Gauame (UNHRC, 2011; Marsoof,
2021).

52 2024 gub syemnget 9 b Bevdss @eewrwuenfl utgisTiys UL (Online Safety Act)
2024 geeufluied BILTEHLGBHH0 BlewmGouBmlul L @FFL LD, Geonenaule GelLed &gGlpedsd LWHad
SOeWrer gl é sl GUUTHGmen SfwasliuGsausieng (Government of Sri Lanka,2024).
o Ufley 12 & 13: GevRnss&HeT Se0evd GeouelBTliged GHbHEH ~HMLQFUILNIULL  FBBIS6NT
GamanigHed GQeueluiBeoug Gmprdsiiu Hereng (Government of Sri Lanka, 2024). “Gumruiwime
FBE° IS eUFIDL HleVeWIDTs auayuimisbsliuLalebenso (CPA, 2024).
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e Ul 14 QuTEH SIDWLHDHG THITST GHDBBEISMENSH SHTEHIHL  6UMBUND HEUBTET  HBEUGOBHENEIL
LICILBAIT(hEE 5 WeHH6T alewy HaophoHamimean alFss afams Cguidnpgs (Government of
Sri Lanka, 2024).
o fley 19 - 23 Goewweufll uUTHSTUIBSTET DLEDEVHEG (DM  DIMOLILSBSTERN 6l Hb6iT
(Government of Sri Lanka> 2024). simemé@pale BuwiambissT HeapGabn OIHSTyHH 6
GpBygsd SLOHUUTLIQEL 2 6TensTe0, @& BOHHmeL SbheH SFFHuied Smelwns wTmId  SUTWID

asreniiuG@sa (Human Rights Watch, 2024; FMM, 2024).

5.3 2007 sub Syewnger 56 gub @evdsd ICCPR slLib: peoL(pensd HiedliyGuirsniss
Qaupiil Guis BBID 1S  euemBMmLS HHEGD CBTeGaTh atasheauglu L ICCPR gl g
fley 3 (Government of Sri Lanka, 2007b), menL (epmuled e1IRSBTENTHE, LIGVEITUIR] 261 HaTUIGT6ITH6
BB  SPFwed  aljFsIsmen Hewil &Teold  Llemewiulanl S$OSSH aUlLSBSTaEr @  ShHalwmsBGs
uweuGSSUIUL B eumdpa (Amnesty International, 2020; Marsoof, 2021).

54 2022 g ST 9 b Gevdss Felpuy srept utgsTinF gL (PDPA)

GFF LD alpU] Ssaled Seluflaweunt urgsrsgd Gurdeaud (Government of Sri Lanka, 2022), esiped
LOBMILD
uTEIBTILS6eT @Fev Curgiotansis Gevensv (CPA, 2023).

SIF [l EEIOE Tl Q6617 & O\ T6mT(THLD LJ6VeaTTU 16 o615 a1UIGOT6IT & (6THE5 T 60T FULLI

6. LS sl Lenlyseiler @it Gu uglumdiey (Comparative Legal Framework Matrix)

FLLE &L Lenliy

Oygrer GHrsesid

wasHwu Gepur®ser /

FTGHES &M Dy EHL 6T

BureS& Qe ser,

S&5HET S1F & DI S 605 6T

Qzefleudm euemyeilevd ewrTi &6i;

Bemrssiun®

Wad Goney: ddsrenys

(2007 - Ofley 3)

adpopous 565560
(Govt of Sri Lanka, 2007b).

aAFourerjseer @BHs0
UIwI6iTLIL 60
(Amnesty International, 2020).

Qe emmwanpll . : o e

urgsmiys FlLb Gewamu Guorsy smas = wefler senaféemswnear|  Gariur el ByHpg

(2024) 565560 SfsTyrisen (Human Rights Watch, 2024;
(Govt of Sri Lanka, 2024). (CPA, 2024). UNHRC, 2011).

ICCPR sC.Lib Qaupitiys Guée, Yenemr wmisalul G siglwsd o BporaTE: SieTEsD

USSFFNTUTETSI
(Marsoof, 2021).

saflaflld GDDF
LD (2007)

seanflefl 2or Bmeued,
1S HoloLd sG55
(Govt of Sri Lanka, 2007a).

2o L_seflweonerisefler el Led
Qaiid) epeotusamears ulapged Gl
auflGasmeosd

(FMM, 2024).

BOSSTID: earL sl uTgSTIY
TS B)60eme
(Marsoof, 2021).

sefipul sreyl
uUTHISTOYS FLLID
(2022)

saflpuj SHeusd
seflyflevwenws
UNSIETS 560

(Govt of Sri Lanka, 2022).

QUITEIHEET SEHSW LeoRTTIe]
oar_seflwgibarar Ggeaflelsrenio
(CPA, 2023).

2 wieunengl: sjeuGss GDPR
SrBmesmer @558
(Government of Sri Lanka, 2022).

S L euewent 2 : @BevnlendsUier 198l L 60 21 HF FLL & BLLWOLIET - CBISDLD, GDBLTHSET LLBMILD

FFUCHTS SBlNVBEFL 0T BISSLUILITE (QULL (B DI L 626menr)

7. Nysten FamebsEpd B (pamps Habsssend (Key Challenges & Empirical Dilemmas)

7.1 QUEIGWD Sl seflen awimgendemenio

Beonmauisd PUEGmB  Simlyselear  Buwwamhseiey o etem  HopGamBp sty Gweordldsd
Super  BHBmvSSEImmUG Bxealsgiunddusieng (CPA, 2024; FMM, 2024). @emewmiweoufi
UTSHISTIL SIS GH(Wale DIHSMRISET HHHIHMBEEG DLILTBULG OFWeOLL SIS FLUL SFH60
o e wrenmearg (Human Rights Watch, 2024).

72 yedllLed efflijemjelienowjd SHUBTRI HH6UD GCLHBBPLD
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Beomiensuied  G)eneiuill LWL LTenj&eie eaialosms 2 WihbSmbaTeud, ssdeaed aflumiing (Fact-
checking) w@mid eljgant uglumuiels Hpea GopansGa o eengl (SLCERT, 2024). @seime, geps
oa_FmIGaMe0 USJILGLD o eufFdlausluLdamiquwl Gurels OFuigHser Was ealeyours GUTHILSSeMenL G
ugel Fapsll USHBBSHMS gBUGSHSEmen (Sunstein, 2018).

7.3 o sienLds QBMPILLGSHSHI60 2 6ien QTPlamy G Gsuefssit

QulLm, &adlell, KHLTS GuTeB USRI (hdh SHeMhIHeT 2o 6lepTy Gombdsenmer SOWD LBBID  Hhisen
o gien_dbamiBemen GBBINILGSSHH (Content Moderation) Gurdw (pseSGEmens Ggug  seaupiuleiemes
(CPA, 2023; Zuboff, 2019). @& GCazjsed osmevmselad geps rasiuThsefer Gurgid Geugi
Cu&aidser sl HLUTgEIL Uyeus sryeniordama (Amnesty International, 2020).

74 2 _eplene almenayb aw-Feidamawn (The Chilling Effect)

shHenowiter  FHepBHSHENILMaIH6T WBEPID FLL  DIFSBISHHEOHMNNTED 2611 SHaNUI6OTETH6I,  61(LDHBTETTH6I
LBEILD GwdseTr CuTgll Ursdmaiser GBlda OeaueilumLwnsl Gusiaamadd FHaIfHdl, Giwl-Henlbmedd
o siremmdaipery (Human Rights Watch, 2024; Amnesty International, 2020). @& <Gyréa\uwinme EebTUIS
o _eyunLesemen (pLsGHma (Habermas, 2006).

8. Qametenall UfbFZiomyssr: Haleor CHAw oo sd OCameemadsTar &l Leanolly (Policy Recommendations)

er@QuMAWILGD RETHTWS &) enamr-enkiGuwen TSl

§ , l s !

ATs & &FLLID SWTHeT 2 L 60 Qsmflegienn
(State & Law) Gupyemeu (Council) SOTHRIGET & FEPSHLD
e Qgafleumenr &1L o oo geflweOmeTyaer e QeuaflliLenLwimeor
S eyt * FLL eueIBjsar Content Policy
* FHSamDES o Aefléd Fepsid e Fact-checking
Gupumy - s
LD[_DL!.ITD'@Q.I * Qamfinemns * g6 s e
* uwerj 2 flevio Camemey 2 MILITESLD

" e

gwhlenewimear 4e8llL 60 2601l S& GLP6D

(Rights-Respecting Ecosystem)

2 5 8.1 (UpiGomALLILIBLD E96TBTLIS B)eDenTL-QUPBISUPDT TSN - FmMiBbel LOBMID CBTL LB

8.1 sl oppid Ppeuer FHuwmer &b Hhisen
o  @Gmemiweufill UTHSTILF FLLHMS WPUOLWTISS HHSBHIHD: FJouBxhs wealsh o fensel
AHBEHHEG SlwaTsH, ~QuTUIWTeT FBpIseT GCuraips OCgefeuBds  OFTBUSHISET BHHSLILIL D),
LWRISTTSHLD, GWHmd SUTFD, SpemompriL B& Gursigser Cumems GUEUILL GBBRISEDHHE
L GGWw FULb wHLuGssiuL GauamiGw (UNHRC, 2011; CPA, 2024).
o pHSFHmB CoOUTIEM: o 6L EERIBMET BHHGHUSH DIV  E)en6TLISRISEM6T  (LPL &GS

CaTLIUTET  SimandHsl SBIFH  (PQaBEHD @@ Bifeurs  SimeuaGUoellb  Sjensl,  meulL
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BHWEDBLD  HievevGI Goed BHAWSBSHH 2 5HTey o 16 W HGWL HL(PBUILGSSIUL  Gauswi(BiLD
(Human Rights Watch, 2024).

o  Fwngem oal & @UEIGLmB Dmendg (Independent Media Commission): &yduleventoiLl
Guyemeuuiemmed  (Constitutional Council) ufibgiemrosaiLED 2 SHHEHI®B  aEOMNBTS6T, FHaled
gpall pHBldHser LBBID FUL HUafemens OQETauL @@ SHWTHar SUMTSESGU BeuliL
Gouewip> (FMM, 2024).

8.2 Gmean-guorgupen (Co-Regulation) wrdlflenw ipeOLBHESHSH60
SIIFTRISLD  HENOWTH HBDIGUSIOTES 2 6oL SSRISMET HMHMmB OCFLIMSBSHL UHeOTH, ODII&H, 26L&
BIBIURTRIGET, G L60 HeNmideT WBEID Faled Fupsld GEManhdH @h (PHBHILIL|  ©)en6uT-a(LDMIG(LPenMLI
Qumpapenpenws (Co-regulation Model) o maurés Gouswidid (Tambini et al., 2008).
o  npoLpopd Gztemen (Code of Practice): 19ediied oo selweomenysel  BHID 266N &S
® (HeUTHGBIH6N B\mewiHSI BHBISBETHE BT 6 Gambleopemm B&STOleTS b GaTemsuenuL
o _maund@Gsed (Marsoof, 2021).
o ipmn ewid@sh St Qurapess  (Ombudsman  System):  QUTEIDSS6T  (PEOBLILITHBEMET
ussFamyian) olemfisss SUsHEG BbHBmeowTa ‘e s GompGse oiFsTC (Media
Ombudsman) wemeno Bueuiu. Gauemipio (FMM, 2024).

8.3 seval, alifliewijey LHBID 2 6TEHM HBHIEMPLIL|

e GBafw Y Led 2 & e(PSSHaSH S LLD: LUTLFTN LOBEID LIOSHMEVSHBISL LUTL HSL L IS0
HFHaueL UGLUTWe|, GCumelF OQFUIHEmend SWILBNIH0 OBBID  Eewewiwl  UTSHISTIL
OpP(wmpsmend &l LTwill urLionasd GFyssmed (Sunstein, 2018; SLCERT, 2024).

*  FWTEHe o euenod FUTTUL SIewlLEmeN 2ashGHaldhdHe0: IS FTIM, HHHIEDEOWTERT 2 UTenLOF
FAUTTOY  Bpleuebisement  UelLbhdHeuser  cpeod  Gumedll  LIJFFTIRISmeT  LDSHSH6I
alfiiyene] cpeB adlifesmeiensed (CPA, 2023).

o  LaeML® BBIUSTRISEHL AT  HSHImPLIL: SO BpId Hriser  GmfeepdbaTar 2 6T &5
CBEPUUGSSHIBTHmeT  LenlwbIsHsams  FJalBhs S HBICUETRISEHLET  B)menihl
2 mHOFiged (Zuboff, 2019).

9. alfleurer (igeyemyub ergysmeort urenswb (Comprehensive Conclusion & The Way Forward)

9.1 UIasH OFHTGULD FLOHT6V [B5lENeVeUF(LLD

QUL 6D LOWIDTESD 6TGILG HB6UD HSHATHHBETHT @(h LOSHBTE UFOTBBIS SHHLUL(WenamTGHD H6H
Fowh  oIH  yHW  uTHSTIY,  @pEHE6H BpId  Fps Sewod QTLIUTET  Flese0HmenD
waepssdng  (Habermas, 2006; Marsoof, 2021). @eieunuie) elflans Suymuibsammg, S)eonensule
SBOUTMHW  SHIENISH(LPOBWITRIGH 1989 L 60 FaUTEOHMET Q(H OBTULSS HeHIGaITL L SHH60 HgmIGHeUSHBES LI
udeoms, GBBANED SHWILenendF FULMIGT LBBID HeopGauBp oIHaTy  emwuliLGSHe0er o rHG6u
awawiren (wevardmg (Human Rights Watch, 2024; CPA, 2024).

2024 &UID SLENIgET 9 QUD @evss Gevewtweufll UTEHISTILF FULD, 2007 oub eyewngesr ICCPR a1l Lib
aFweapier  peLapempll  gBunsmiss, @evkimasular  oduweoemory o miteny  14(1)(a)  wBmid
FIauGss  weals o fowser o Laugdmsuiar 19 oub o miiymy S FwaBpeT gLl
GrrasamismanCu  Bxeals@Bwrsdulsiener (Government of Sri Lanka, 1978; UNHRC, 2011; Amnesty

International, 2020). @eemiweudlr urgisTiy eem Quwfled (PEIEMBHSSILGL OsefeuBy, SHEMLOWITET
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FLLES s OUUTHS6T  OuTgiGaieluled  “o mpPlee  alewenemeu“  (Chilling  Effect) o (pourde,
G1QIDGBEMETUD 261_BANUIGTENTHMENUD GUl-SenlldamesoEen SHetepdamer (Human Rights Watch, 2024).
9.2 ungIBTIIBGL SFSHATSIDGSD GLuleorar (FERILTLIQE H6y
Gxpdwi) UTSISMLIL|LD SO S BHSHIF FSHHIHT(LPLD QETBISH BTN FTTeRTena 61631
seoupTer @ mpamwanssms (False Binary) Geokiensuleadr Gsmeians  suglumenyssT el GouewiHid
(Sunstein, 2018). s®GEsHF SSHATLOBB B FUPSHHe0 2 _ailenowrer CHAw UTSHSTILY FTHEWbsdmev
SIBxCuTal, FUL @QUWEGL Gemenrll UTHISTUYD DIBB &peded SHSHF SSHIHID DTSHSH6TeNHTSH
Blewevda (wiquirgl (Tambini et al., 2008).
aaBeu, HelalyemigB@ GevLuleomar FLOHMEWTRIG SHeHLemenF FLU LRGN aupfwns e, FFaulsHa
Slenalled  gBBISCETeTeMILLL  “FLLLJouSSHaemw, FLLUYfon GCpréHsbd, aldSTaFmsSHeemn’  ousul
WweHILLEF  Garsmensefer  (Three-Part  Test) ongimentulGeoBuw el GeusmiG  (UNHRC,
2011). @eemuil UTHIBTIDL 2 BIHILIHSSHIONE a6 T alojFsIsmen GeNaNbss OFUInIHe060
LOTBTES QuemTase, SHENHBH6N, aleflbLpleneod FPSHMBIBEIT LOBBILD 13 BISTCoumenyy
o aiienwiter Gemand GBBhsaledmha utasmIuGswrgd (SLCERT, 2024).
9.3 @memT-RUOBIG(mD: Blevminsulat aFisTer CHAw o & CHTEIMNHHHT (LPTOTHIS
Geomiens urybuful oF  sULeen  @umigpen (Command and Control Regulation) wrglfluledmpba
alevd, WBBUTSHEHTE “MeapTus  Gaman-guriguwams‘  (Democratic Co-Regulation) wrgflenws  Gpree
o Lanqunas Bay Geuammid (Tambini et al., 2008; FMM, 2024).
@\éaL Lenwliunaisl cpaiy Liysrer sHretisamend Q@TeRngmobs Gealemi(HLb:
1. swrgen Gupunjemer: HoBCuBy SIFEMEHHGT Hmeoui BB, BILTEHOGB  DiFFluisvenLolill
Guyemeuuienmed  LfHHIMOTSSILBLD  HLWITHD6NS CBTEWIL  SWTHT 26N &  HLENGWTDHE (LD
wBmn BHoamsHar Gud Gupumyemer (CPA, 2024).
2. Ozmfeuwemsbll OUTBIILGEHmDBED: oM & HBICURTRS6T, WGILD 2 6T ds 2 (HeUTHGSGHISH6N
BB  USHFHSWUTENTHET  HWIOTS  gBBISCSTRIL  HaOamled GoTeneu LBBID 261 &
G&mpBse1 &) Gummlapenys (Marsoof, 2021).
3. sen Ppeuemseiiear QeeliliLemL S 6aemn: LG 6 Fipsd aIemeHSHENEIST 2 6@hT] GLomdaeied
©_GIT6INTL b BMIGHEMEIT BHOHBMEWITS CBEBIILHSHHIQIDSHUILD, DIV B0

QauelliLenL SHHeenanuit CGuagmiaiemsuld sl LmuoTdagGaseo (Zuboff, 2019; CPA, 2023).

9.4 wasen elfiliemyGo Heneowimen LTHISTLIL S{y6w

FLLREISMET SUBBIOISET cpsold WL BHGL SHeoupmen Hoeucodemend Gumelll LiFsFamymsamenuyd HhdHoHell
apiquitgl  (Sunstein, 2018). @@ gepaHH6 2 _GHIGHIOWITET LITSHIBTIIL] TN 6TaLIGI  SIBHTL O DB
UGSSHWD Fbsemeruiaud, elijFaiyjol o & aipssalaGo shdueieng (Habermas, 2006).

aeiBal, E)eVmeNd SIJF UM FTeme0 WOBEID o wif &eval L GHe0 19edied 2o & erapsHanieneu (Digital
Media Literacy) Gsdw @eaigflenowins opialés Geaamid (SLCERT, 2024). sisai 6, UsSSFFTTUDBDG
gwnger o ewenwod  gflumjiny  (Fact-checking) &l Lenwoliudenents  LeOILGGSHIAISHEET  LP6OID,  SHAIBTE
BHBEUBMEN  (PLBGHUSBE SHWNHMS DIGV6V, “FndH60 LBEID 2 _eWIMLITRT  HHeUsLEE”  BFFWHS
OTBOBIOGHS T6aUE Bl (wapliubhssiuL Caamin (CPA, 2023).

95 BuFS QBTG

Bevmiemaular 19860 26 sdh OBTeTNHUIET IHTHTEID 6IGILGI, DIFH HANH (GHLQLEHMET  DIFFHFBISHSBID
QU SLOEUUTLH SIMWLIUTS S)HESLCUTEBST HI16060FH SieuTHeflel MEIETLS 2 flensemen aIILILIGSGSID
QB FShAy Ceuellenwt o HourdslGUIBBST ey srear srduerenas (Marsoof, 2021; Human Rights
Watch, 2024). aGsisdangs saisbmsad sHmalsmend msall @, weld o flaomwser, &L sbdar oy
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wLBpI  aETwWs  alpllwmsemeT  wWTHd  OETiL @m  CaxFlw  ea s QBTeiTendemw
2 (HaUTHGUSHSET lpeBlD, GeVUmeNd @b UTHISTIUTE, UamosSHalds Bopid  Sipfleysmy 1988l Led

Fupsons FaBshs SIEds sSmeupidiha Mns wiguid (UNHRC, 2011; FMM, 2024).
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